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Website  Popular  With  Victims  Worldwide 


By  Stephen  Hollingshead 
Member  of  the  Crime  Victims' 
Advisory  Council 

On  August  11, 1993  my  wife  and  15- 
year-old  son  went  out  for  a  15-minute 
visit  with  friends  across  town.  I  never  got 
to  see  my  son  alive  after  they  left  our 
house  and  did  not  know  for  nearly  a  week 
whether  or  not  my  wife  would  live.  We 
were  quickly  "thrown  into  the  system" 
in  dealing  with  various  court  proceed- 
ings, hearings,  motions,  etc.  Dealing  with 
daily  life  at  this  point  was  almost  impos- 
sible without  all  these  other  distractions 

^raused  by  the  DUI  driver. 

^r  We  saw  very  quickly  that  we  could 
not  count  on  the  county  attorney's  office, 
victim's  advocate,  or  anyone  else  to  see 
that  our  questions  were  answered  cor- 
rectly and  that  our  rights  as  victims  were 
not  left  by  the  wayside.  Different  attor- 
neys for  the  county  would  try  to  help  us 
but  each  one  had  his  own  interpretation 
of  what  was  happening  and  none  of  them 
would  really  elaborate  on  it. 

We  were  actually  a  "piece  of  evi- 
dence" that  was  to  be  later  used  in  court. 


Even  though  I  was  not  a  witness  to  any- 
thing concerning  the  wreck  that  killed 
my  son,  the  county  attorney's  office 
threatened  to  subpoena  me  as  a  witness 
just  so  I  would  have  to  stay  outside  the 
courtroom  during  the  proceedings.  Their 
"trying  to  protect  us"  was  actually  rob- 
bing us  of  our  rights  as  victims. 

At  each  level  we  reached  -  pre-trial, 
pleading,  pre-sentencing,  sentencing, 
and  then  the  beginning  of  dealing  with 
the  DOC,  parole  board,  sentence  review 
board,  and  finally  the  probation/parole 
bureau  -  we  found  literally  dozens  of 
loopholes  and  faults  with  the  system. 
Ironically  enough,  every  "glitch"  discov- 
ered took  away  some  right  the  victims 
had  and  gave  more  rights  to  the  offender 
than  he  legally  had. 

Supervisors  backed  up  their  under- 
lings even  though  victims  rights,  guar- 
anteed by  state  laws,  were  being  violated 
simply  because  "that's  the  way  we've 
always  done  it." 

We  quickly  realized  that  victims  ac- 
tually do  not  have  any  source  for  seeing 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Celebrating  National  Crime  Victims  Rights  Week  in  April 


By  Ellen  Bush 

Public/Victim  Information  Officer 

The  rights  of  crime  victims  will  be 
highlighted  during  the  National  Crime 
Victims'  Rights  Week,  April  22  to  28. 
In  recognition  of  that  week,  this  issue 
of  The  Correctional  Signpost  is  dedi- 
cated to  the  victims.  The  Signpost  will 
^-ntinue  to  run  articles  on  victims'  issues 
monthly  or  as  often  as  they  are  submitted. 
The  Crime  Victims  Advisory  Coun- 
cil is  planning  several  events  for  the 
week,  including  a  special  Aging  Hori- 


zons show  on  victims  that  starts  Tues- 
day, April  24.  DOC  Director  Bill 
Slaughter  is  scheduled  to  appear.  The  30- 
minute  show  runs  140  times  for  a  week 
on  PBS  stations  in  Billings,  Great  Falls, 
Butte,  Kalispell,  Missoula  and  Helena. 

Gov.  Judy  Martz  has  ordered  flags 
lowered  to  half  staff  from  Friday,  April 
20  through  Friday,  April  27  to  recog- 
nize victims  and  law  enforcement  offic- 
ers who  have  died.  The  Montana  Board 
of  Crime  Control,  the  Attorney 
General's  Office  and  Department  of 


Corrections  will  host  a  victims'  service 
fair  on  Friday,  April  20  from  1 :30  -  3 :30 
pm  at  the  campus  of  the  Montana  Law 
Enforcement  Academy  in  Helena,  (see 
story  p.  5) 

DOC  will  also  reissue  a  public  ser- 
vice announcement  on  how  to  register 
for  Victim  Identification  Notification 
Everyday  (VINE).  This  service  is  avail- 
able for  victims  or  anyone  who  wishes 
to  find  out  information  about  an  adult 
offender.  The  free  24-hour  hotline  num- 
ber is  1-800-456-3076. 
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Message  from  the  Director 

Reorganization  a  Possibility  in  the  Future 


Lately  it  seems  that  the  question 
most  often  asked  of  me  centers  around 
my  reorganization  plans.  While  this  is 
certainly  a  normal  response  to  change, 
in  many  cases  speculation  has  replaced 
fact  and  has  fueled  some  false  rumors. 
That's  why  I'm  taking  this  opportunity 
to  communicate  directly  to  all  staff. 

We  are  standing  on  the  shoulders 
of  the  previous  department  leader  and 
all  the  hard  work  done  in  the  last  eight 
years  to  build  new  facilities  and  bring 
the  department  out  of  100  years  of  ne- 
glect. We  are  grateful  for  Rick  Day's 
leadership.  However,  change  comes 
with  a  cost  and  that  cost  is  our  rela- 
tionship with  the  Legislature.  We  are 
working  to  rebuild  that  now. 

I  did  not  come  to  Corrections  with 
a  mandate  to  reorganize  the  depart- 
ment. In  fact,  one  of  the  main  reasons  I 
accepted  the  appointment  of  Director 
was  the  opportunity  to  work  more 
closely  with  the  many  fine  profession- 
als within  this  agency.  I  observed  your 
work  first-hand  as  Sheriff  of  Gallatin 
County  and  I  was  impressed  enough  to 
want  to  be  a  part  of  this  team.  You've 
all  done  a  great  job  in  making  me  feel 
welcome  and  I  hope  you  realize  just 
how  much  I  value  your  efforts. 

Two  areas  I  have  focused  my  ef- 
forts on  since  coming  aboard  are  lis- 
tening and  observing.  That's  the  quick- 


est and  best  way  to  gain  knowledge  of 
a  system  this  dynamic.  Many  of  you 
have  shared  your  ideas  with  me  regard- 
ing what  best  serves  our  mission  state- 
ment. I  have  also  spent  a  good  deal  of 
time  communicating  with  victims, 
members  of  the  public,  Gov.  Martz, 
legislators,  county  attorneys,  judges 
and  peace  officers  across  the  state,  as 
well  as  many  of  our  contracted  service 
providers. 


In  the  next  few  months  I  will  be 
traveling  Montana  visiting  facilities, 
probation  and  parole  offices  and  staff. 
As  a  result  of  these  many  discussions, 
I'm  beginning  to  gain  some  insight  as 
to  our  strengths  and  perceived  weak- 
nesses. My  job,  of  course,  is  to  rein- 
force the  first  and  to  correct  the  sec- 
ond. If  there  is  an  identified  organiza- 
tional re-structure  that  helps  me  accom- 
plish this  logically,  I  will  most  defi- 
nitely pursue  it.  Otherwise,  I  will  not 
reorganize  simply  to  reorganize.  You 


have  my  word  on  it.  " 

But  just  as  importantly,  Correc- 
tions must  adapt  to  the  harsh  fiscal  re- 
alities that  face  our  treasure  state.  We 
must  tighten  our  belts  as  there  simply 
aren't  the  resources  available  that  the 
department  enjoyed  in  prior  years. 
There  are  roughly  800  taxpayers  across 
the  state  that  are  recently  unemployed. 
You  probably  know  some  of  these  good 
folks.  It's  our  duty  to  be  as  fiscally  aus- 
tere as  we  can  without  compromising 
public  safety.  That's  one  of  the  best 
ways  to  help.  Accordingly,  we  need  to 
re-examine  how  we  do  business  in  or- 
der to  ensure  that  we  are  as  streamlined 
as  possible  in  order  to  effectively  serve 
our  mission. 

If  that  results  in  reorganization,  it 
will  only  occur  after  adequate  study  and 
input  from  all  of  you,  as  well  as  repre- 
sentatives of  our  customers.  It  is  your 
agency  as  well  as  mine  and  we  all  have, 
a  shared  responsibility  to  be  good  stew- 
ards of  the  resources  allocated.  If  you 
have  ideas  for  streamlining  operations, 
or  if  you  think  your  present  structure 
works  best,  let  your  supervisor  know. 
We  all  face  challenging  times 
ahead,  but  I'm  confident  we  are  up  to 
the  challenge.  After  all,  that's  why  I 
chose  to  work  with  you  fine  people. 
You  have  faced  adversity  before  and 
have  emerged  both  stronger  and  better. 


Statewide  Expansion  Begins  for  the  Restitution  Accord 


By  Chris  Christensen 
Organizational  Development  Officer 

The  Restitution  Accord  that  was  tested  in  the  Second  Ju- 
dicial District  in  Butte  has  been  expanded  statewide.  District 
Judges  throughout  the  state  are  looking  at  this  tool  to  see  if  it 
would  be  beneficial  to  their  courts. 

The  Restitution  Accord  uses  the  services  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Revenue  to  collect  restitution  from  offenders  for  vic- 
tims. Offenders  placed  in  Community  Corrections  under  the 
supervision  of  Parole  and  Probation  Officers  are  contacted 
by  a  Revenue  Agent.  The  Revenue  Agents  can  help  offenders 
determine  how  to  make  payments,  working  with  them  to  es- 


tablish payment  plans  (bi-weekly,  monthly,  using  direct  de- 
posit, etc.).  In  instances  where  collecting  restitution  becomes 
difficult,  the  Department  can  use  collection  tools  such  as 
wage  or  fund  levies  to  enforce  payment. 

Participation  in  the  Restitution  Accord  is  voluntary  for 
the  district  judges.  Many  of  the  district  judges  have  been 
briefed  on  the  Accord  and  are  in  the  process  of  deciding^^ 
whether  to  participate.  Judge  Blair  Jones  of  the  22nd  Judicial 
District  has  signed  up  his  courts  in  Carbon  and  Stillwater 
Counties. 
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Continued  from  page  1 

www.victimsrights.org 

jwcactly  what  they  can  and  cannot  do  in 
^ases  like  ours.  My  background  as  a  de- 
tective (and  keeping  meticulous  notes) 
proved  to  be  useful  in  the  later  stages  of 
our  dealings  with  the  probation  office. 
After  being  frustrated  to  the  point 
of  either  going  insane  or  turning  this 
anger  into  something  constructive;  the 
website  idea  began  to  take  shape.  Being 
computer  literate  and  internet  illiterate, 
I  spent  many  hours  of  study,  then  many 
hours  of  planning,  writing,  re-writing, 
and  then  finally  publishing  the  website 
in  May  of  1999.  Because  of  the  positive 
initial  response  to  the  site,  we  purchased 
the  domain  name  www.victimsrights.org. 
It  had  about  1 7,000  hits  the  first  year 
and  after  a  major  update  on  it  about  6 
months  ago,  we  have  averaged  about 
15,000  hits  per  month  since  then.  Last 
month  we  had  nearly  72  MB  of  data 
downloaded  from  our  site  by  users.  This 
site  is  written  so  that  anyone  can  under- 
^jand  the  points  in  each  section  and  it  is 
Tiot  jumbled  up  with  a  lot  of  legal  language. 
Even  if  a  victim  does  not  wish  to 
contact  us  personally,  our  website  offers 
hints  and  information  that  will  lead  them 
through  what  they  are  facing.  The 
victim's  responsibilities  immediately 
after  the  incident,  before  the  trial,  after 
the  trial,  at  sentencing,  and  after  the  pris- 
oner is  released  are  all  covered.  We  are 
"to  the  point"  in  the  help  offered.  A  sur- 
vival guide  for  victims  is  fully  repro- 
duced as  well  as  a  sections  on  restitu- 
tion, DUI  statutes,  sexual/violent  offend- 
ers, parole  board  procedures,  and  na- 
tional 1-800  numbers  for  victims. 

The  first  contact  we  have  with  a  vic- 
tim is  usually  a  result  of  them  running 
some  kind  of  search  engine  and  getting 
a  hit  on  our  website.  Most  contacts  have 
requests  for  help  in  the  form  of  e-mail 
although  some  are  by  phone  and  in  one 
instance,  we  had  three  victims  who 
^fcalled  and  then  came  over  to  our  home 
^nd  sat  taking  notes  for  hours.  If  re- 
quested, we  will  accompany  the  victims 


to  court  or  other  meetings.  The 
Yellowstone  County  Attorney's  office 
also  refers  some  victims  to  us.  Since  they 
are  local  and  we  can  meet  in  person,  we 
can  usually  spend  a  great  deal  more  time 
helping  in  these  cases.  We  never  know 
what  help  some  victim  is  going  to  ask 
for,  as  each  case  is  handled  differently. 
With  funding  all  this  ourselves,  our  help 
is  sometimes  limited  by  our  finances. 

After  the  initial  contact,  if  the  re- 
quest has  come  from  an  area  that  is  not 
local,  we  try  to  verify  the  tragedy  that 
we  have  been  informed  about. 

Once  verified,  we  assist  that  victim 
in  whatever  way  we  can.  Sometimes  we 
lead  them  through  a  letter  writing  cam- 
paign to  get  local  attention  to  their  case, 
other  times  we  may 
just  inform  the  person 
of  what  their  de- 


meanor should  be  in  questioning  the 
police  or  attorneys  in  their  case.  Other 
times  we  make  calls  to  find  someone  in 
their  area  who  can  better  assist  them. 
There  are  instances  where  the  local  po- 
lice refused  to  actively  pursue  a  case  and 
after  we  got  involved,  they  voluntarily 
went  by  to  see  the  victim,  filed  charges 
against  the  offender,  and  gave  the  case 
the  high  priority  that  it  should  have  re- 
ceived months  before.  The  police 
even  found  another  victim  of  the 
same  perpetrator.  This  all  resulted 
not  because  of  us  doing  it,  but  because 
the  victims  had  been  strengthened  with 
information  and  support  and  then  stood 
up  for  their  own  rights. 


Through  this  website  we  have 
helped  victims  in  many  different  states 
and  countries  -  even  a  family  in  Dubai, 
United  Arab  Emirates.  Even  though  our 
assistance  has  long  ended  for  this  fam- 
ily, we  still  stay  in  contact  and  believe 
that  there  is  a  very  real  possibility  to 
actually  meet  them  someday.  Currently 
we  are  working  with  a  doctor  in  Ven- 
ezuela to  help  get  that  country  some 
good  DUI,  restitution,  and  victim  laws 
enacted.  To  me,  a  monetary  reward 
could  never  be  as  gratifying  as  hearing 
a  little  praise  from  a  victim  that  you  have 
helped. 

One  thought  that  is  universal  among 
victims  who  have  lost  a  child  through  a 
tragic  event:  the  victim  knows  without 
any  doubt  whether  a  person  is  sincere 
when  offering  help  of  any  kind  to  the 
victim.  Many  such  victims  have  shared 
with  us  their  feelings  that  they  are 
thrown  into  a  "fraternity"  with  oth- 
ers who  have  had  their  child  killed. 
A  special  bond  is  formed  automati- 
cally because  each  parent  can  say 
with  true  love  and  compassion,  "I 
know  what  you  are  going 
through." 

The  loss  of  our  son  has 
opened  many  doors  to  help 
others  but  the  down  side  is 
that  we  must  re-live  our  loss 
every  time  we  deal  with  a  new  victim 
who  fits  into  this  category.  The  saddest 
part  of  our  fighting  for  victims  over  the 
last  seven  years  is  seeing  the  same  loop- 
holes and  pitfalls  we  fought  through, 
being  fought  over  again  now  by  new 
victims. 

It  is  our  prayer  that  our  new  admin- 
istration could  know  what  has  been  ac- 
complished for  victims  in  the  past  and 
that  these  old  battles  would  not  have  to 
be  re-fought.  In  this  respect  we  see  vic- 
tims in  Montana  taking  three  steps  for- 
ward and  two  steps  back.  Progress  is 
being  made  for  victims,  but  some  of  the 
progress  made  in  the  past  has  already 
fallen  to  the  wayside. 
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Gallatin  County  Dedicates  New  Victim  Services  Center 

By  Gloria  Edwards, 

Victim  Witness  Program  Director 

Victims  seem  to  stay  longer  and  feel 


more  at  ease  in  the  new  Gallatin  County 
Victim  Services  Center.  The  space  is 
warm  and  comfortable,  offering  a  pleas- 
ant waiting  area  with  a  couch  and  a  vic- 
tim interview  room  complete  with 
kitchen  table  and  toys  for  children.  Large 
windows  and  warmly  painted  walls  also 
help  brighten  the  area. 

Located  on  the  third  floor  of  the  Law 
and  Justice  Center,  the  center  is  the  first 
in  the  state  that  offers  numerous  services 
for  victims  of  crime.  The  center  opened 
in  October  and  serves  all  victims  of  vio- 
lent crime  in  a  compassionate,  respectful 
setting.  The  center  has  helped  268  victims 
through  the  Victim  Witness  Assistance 
Programs ince  opening  through  Feb.  23. 

District  Court  Judge  Mike  Salvagni 


and  Gallatin  County  Attorney  Marty 
Lambert  formally  dedicated  the  new 
center  in  Bozeman  on  Dec.  28.  During 
the  dedication,  Judge  Salvagni  described 
the  center  as  having  "an  atmosphere  of 
dignity  for  people  who  are  experienc- 
ing pain  in  their  lives." 

The  center  includes  the  following 
offices:  the  Battered  Women's  Network 
Legal  Advocate,  volunteer  Guardians 
Ad  Litem  (CASA)  and  the  Victim  Wit- 
ness Assistance  Program,  which  assists 
victims  of  violent  crime  with  the  criminal 
justice  process.  The  Legal  Advocate  as- 
sists victims  of  stalking,  sexual  assault 
and  domestic  violence  in  securing  or- 
ders of  protection  and  with  the  civil  jus- 
tice process  and  the  volunteer  Guardians 
Ad  Litem  represent  the  best  interests  of 
children  in  child  abuse  and  neglect  pro- 
ceedings. Victims  have  immediate  access 


to  victim  services  and  it  also  encourages 
the  advocates  and  law  enforcement  t4fe 
work  together. 

The  center  was  the  result  of  over  two 
years  of  hard  work  by  a  small  group  of 
victim  advocates  and  the  support  of  the 
entire  community.  Gallatin  County, 
Bozeman  City  and  Belgrade  City  gov- 
ernments all  contributed  funds  to  con- 
struct the  center.  Numerous  donations 
from  individuals  were  received,  ranging 
from  $5  to  $5,000.  In-kind  donations 
included  interior  design  services  and  wall 
paintings.  A  group  of  volunteers  painted, 
wallpapered  and  provided  moving  ser- 
vices. The  entire  community  worked  to- 
gether to  make  our  dream  a  reality. 

This  is  an  excellent  example  of  how 
public-private  partnerships  can  work  to 
everyone's  benefit.  For  more  information, 
contact  Gloria  Edwards  at  406-582-2075. 


Region  VI  News 

By  Loreen  Barnaby 
Regional  Administrator 

Region  VI  held  its  regional  meet- 
ing on  March  12  at  the  Dawson  County 
Correctional  Facility.  Policy  review  was 
conducted  at  this  meeting.  The  next 
scheduled  quarterly  regional  meeting 
will  be  June  1 1 . 

Happy  Birthday  to:  Frank  Raffaell 
on  March  3,  Larry  Bearley  on  March  9 
and  Patty  Washington  on  March  30. 

We  are  happy  to  have  Larry  Bearley 
back  and  healthy.  His  presence  was  greatly 
missed  over  the  past  couple  of  weeks. 
Your  calls  and  cards  are  appreciated 

Loreen  Barnaby,  John  Uden  and 
Frank  Raffaell  attended  Crime  Scene 
Processing  and  Evidence  Management 
training  in  Sidney  from  March  13-15. 
The  training  was  very  informative  and 
well  organized.  The  Regional  Firearms 
Re-qualification  is  scheduled  for  April  9. 

The  big  news  is  that  the  Sidney  of- 
fice will  be  moving  April  1  to  a  new  lo- 
cation. The  new  address  will  be  107  20d 
Street,  S.  W.  The  phone  numbers  will  re- 
main the  same. 


News  from  the  Legal  Unit 

By  Dave  Ohler 
Chief  Legal  Counsel 

Welcome  Back,  Jenny! 

The  Legal  Unit  is  pleased  to  announce  that  Jenny  Jones  has  returned  to  full- 
time  employment  following  several  months  of  personal  leave.  We  are  very  happy 
to  have  Jenny  back  with  us.  Please  stop  by  or  call  and  welcome  Jenny  back! 


^> 


Walker  Case  Follow  Up 

Following  11  days  of  testimony 
presented  last  fall,  on  Feb.  14,  the  Hon- 
orable Kenneth  Neill,  Cascade  County, 
issued  Findings  of  Fact,  Conclusions 
of  Law  and  Order  in  the  case  of  State 
of  Montana  vs.  Mark  Walker.  Mark 
Walker,  an  inmate  at  Montana  State 
Prison,  made  numerous  allegations 
about  the  conditions  of  his  confinement 
at  MSP,  including  allegations  that  he 
was  kept  in  a  cell  which  contained 
blood  and  feces,  that  MSP's  behavior 
managment  plans  constituted  cruel  and 
unusual  punishment,  that  he  was  as- 
saulted by  staff,  and  that  he  was  men- 
tally ill  but  was  denied  treatment. 

The  Court  concluded  that  all  of  Mr. 


Walker's  allegations  were  without 
merit.  After  noting  that  Mr.  Walker 
had,  by  bis  own  admission,  received 
over  100  disciplinary  write-ups  in  one 
year,  the  Court  found  in  particular  that, 
"the  Montana  State  Behavioral  Man- 
agement Plan  Policy  as  applied  to 
Walker  and  the  specific  plans  on  which 
Walker  was  placed  to  be  appropriate 
and  properly  administered;"  and  that 
Walker,  "failed  to  show  that  excessive 
force  by  any  measure  was  used  in  the 
instances  complained  of." 

Congratulations  to  MSP  prison 
and  mental  health  staff,  especially  Paul  ( 
Lucier,  Unit  Manager,  for  their  profes- 
sional conduct  both  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties  and  at  trial. 
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Governor  Signs  Bill  Creating  Office  of  Victims  Services 


By  Ellen  Bush 

Public/Victim  Information  Officer 

Attorney  General  Mike  McGrath 
strongly  supports  a  bill  that  will  create 
an  office  of  victims'  services  in  the  De- 
partment of  Justice  (DO J),  consolidat- 
ing services  now  offered  at  the  Board 
of  Crime  Control  (BOCC)  and  other 
places  in  the  department. 

"I  want  to  raise  the  status  of  vic- 
tims and  process  claims  expeditiously," 
McGrath  told  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee  in  early  March.  "Victims 
and  witnesses  sometimes  get  over- 


looked. This  will  give  them  a  place  in 
state  government  where  concerns  and 
needs  will  be  heard." 

Senate  Bill  254,  introduced  by  Sen. 
Mike  Halligan,  passed  the  Senate  and 
the  House.  The  BOCC,  which  is  admin- 
istratively attached  to  the  DOJ,  has 
handled  victim  compensation  in  the 
past.  The  five  positions  connected  with 
the  BOCC  would  then  move  to  the 
DOJ. 

The  Department  of  Corrections 
also  has  supported  the  bill  because  the 
office  will  make  it  easier  to  hold  of- 


MSP  Participates  at  Career  Fair 

By  Linda  Moodry,  MSP  Public  Information  Officer 

Montana  State  Prison  staff  recently  participated  in  Anaconda  High 
School's  Career  Fair.  This  is  the  third  or  fourth  year  that  MSP  has  been 
invited  to  attend  and  each  year  we  become  more  experienced  and  focused  on 
what  to  offer.  Those  attending  the  2001  Career  Fair  were  the  IPS  (Inner 
Perimeter  Security)  team,  Infirmary  Supervisor  Barb  Mueske  and  Public 
Information  Officer  Linda  Moodry. 

MSP  continues  to  have  recruitment  and  retention  issues  and  the  fair  gives 
us  an  opportunity  to  share  with  the  community  what  we  offer.  The  public 
does  not  fully  understand  the  community  of  the  prison  and  they  do  not  real- 
ize the  many  job  opportunities  available  such  as  nursing,  specialized  re- 
sponse teams,  counselors,  correctional  officers,  skilled  craftsman,  teachers, 
etc.  We  need  to  expand  to  other  communities  and  expand  our  presentation 
as  well  as  developing  brochures  and  displaying  the  overall  work  force  at 
MSP.  (The  EPS  team  steals  the  show  with  the  majority  of  kids  coming  to 
their  booth.  Their  uniforms  and  equipment  are  definite  attention  getters) 

We  are  pleased  to  have  an  opportunity  to  participate! 


Victim  Service  Fair  Planned  for  April  20 

By  Nancy  Knight,  Victims  Program  Specialist 

The  Montana  Board  of  Crime  Control,  the  Attorney  General's  office  and 
Department  of  Corrections  will  host  a  VICTIMS  SERVICE  FAIR,  on  Friday, 
April  20  from  1:30  -  3:30  pm  at  the  campus  of  the  Montana  Law  Enforcement 
Academy  in  Helena.  The  governor's  office  has  ordered  the  state  capitol  flags 
lowered  to  half-mast  on  this  day  to  honor  the  memory  of  Montana  victims  of 
violence 

This  fair  is  an  opportunity  for  local  and  state  agencies  to  bring  all  forms, 
brochures,  and  memorandums  of  understanding,  victim  notification  forms,  law 
enforcement  reports  to  share  and  network  with  other  service  providers. 

We  would  like  to  have  your  agency  represented  at  this  fair,  but  space  is  lim- 
ited so  please  fax  your  registration  in  by  5  pm  April  11.  The  Gallatin  County 
Victim/Witness  Program  has  generously  offered  to  administer  the  registration  for 
this  event.  For  more  information  and  for  registration  forms,  please  contact  Gloria 
Edwards  at  (406)  582-2075. 


fenders  accountable  for  their  restitution 
to  crime  victims.  The  office  will  be 
centrally  located  within  the  justice  de- 
partment, making  use  of  the  full  re- 
sources of  the  department,  including 
the  attorneys  on  site. 

Nancy  Knight,  victim  program  spe- 
cialist with  the  BOCC,  believes  that 
claims  will  be  handled  more  effectively 
and  other  agencies  are  more  likely  to 
cooperate  with  a  special  office  in  the 
Department  of  Justice. 


Way 
To  Go 


Missoula 
P&P 

By  Sherri  Townsend 

Congratulations  and  thank 
you  to  Sam  Lemaich  and  the  Missoula 
Probation  &  Parole  staff. 

P&P  Officers  Dave  Sonju  and 
Marissa  Gibbons  were  commended  by 
Missoula  County  Sheriff  Doug  Chase 
and  Sgt.  T.S.  Fullerton  on  their  efforts  to 
assist  in  tracking  and  arresting  a  suspect. 
"The  information  they  provided  us  was 
invaluable  in  tracking  the  suspect  down 
and  arresting  him,"  Sgt.  Fullerton  wrote. 

Detective  Greg  Jacobson  of  the 
Missoula  Police  Department  also  sent  a 
thank  you  to  Sam  and  his  office  for  the 
assistance  in  arresting  a  suspect  who 
confessed  to  taking  $4,000  in  an  armed 
robbery  of  The  Golden  Rose  Casino. 

"We  here  at  the  police  department 
often  call  on  your  office  for  assistance, 
and  often  times  that  assistance  is  over- 
looked when  the  events  are  played  out 
in  public."  Detective  Jacobson  stated  in 
his  letter,  "I  just  want  you  and  all  in  your 
office  to  know  that  the  assistance  you 
and  those  in  your  office  provide  is  much 
appreciated  by  myself  and  all  of  us  here 
at  the  Missoula  Police  Department." 

Thank  you  for  all  of  your  hard  work. 
Keep  up  the  great  job. 
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Pepper  Spray,  More  or  Less 


By  Steve  Gibson,  Superintendent 
Pine  Hills  Youth  Correctional 
Facility 

After  continuing  to  see  the  stories 
being  generated  by  the  Great  Falls  Tri- 
bune, which  have  contained  distorted 
and  fabricated  information  supplied  by 
a  few  individuals  regarding  alleged  prac- 
tices at  Pine  Hills,  I  feel  it  is  my  obliga- 
tion to  try  and  inform  the  public  of  the 
actual  facts. 

First  I  would  like  to  address  the  is- 
sue of  the  court  documents  that  have 
been  reported  by  Mr.  Heringer  of  the 
"Church  of  Glasgow",  supporting  his 
and  other's  distorted  and  false  numbers 
of  use  of  force  incidents  at  Pine  Hills 
over  the  last  couple  of  years.  The  actual 
court  documents  contain  transcripts  of 
cross-examination  testimony  of  an  em- 
ployee of  Pine  Hills  by  the  defense  at- 
torney regarding  an  individual  facing 
serious  charges  for  multiple  assaults  on 
Peace  Officers.  It  should  be  noted  that 


the  five  individuals  involved  in  the  May 
1 1  incident  had  accumulated  191  major 
rule  violations  including  staff  and  youth 
assault,  escape,  weapons  possession,  etc; 
two  have  been  convicted  and  sentenced 
as  adults,  one  has  pleaded  no  lo 
contendre  to  two  counts  of  felony  as- 
sault, one  has  received  a  dual  juvenile 
and  adult  sentence  for  assault;  and  one 
case  is  pending. 

Mr.  Lee,  when  cross-examined,  was 
asked  the  question  of  how  many  times 
youth  had  been  sprayed  at  Pine  Hills  in 
the  last  two  years.  He  thought  it  to  mean 
a  total  of  all  the  individuals  sprayed.  The 
question  really  was  intended  to  ask  about 
one  individual.  He  answered  true  to  15 
for  all  five  youths,  not  for  each,  which 
is  the  truth.  Also  there  are  no  court  docu- 
ments generated  by  Pine  Hills  that  Mr. 
Heringer  claims  substantiate  his  bla- 
tantly inaccurate  numbers. 

In  fiscal  year  2000,  (07/01/99  -  06/ 
30/00),  27  youth  were  sprayed  of  which 


Juvenile  Outreach  Program  Participant 
Shows  the  Courage  to  Change 

This  is  a  letter  that  was  received  from  one  of  the  participants  in  the  Juvenile  Out- 
reach Program.  One  component  of  this  program  brings  juvenile  offenders,  who  are 
on  probation,  to  the  Treasure  State  CTC  boot  camp  to  observe  and  talk  with  the 
hooters.  On  their  second  visit  they  observe  the  intake  process,  which  seems  to  im- 
pact some  of  them. 

To  Whom  it  may  concern: 

I  would  like  to  thank  you  very  much  for  letting  me  have  the  chance  to  come  see 
where  my  life  has  been  heading.  The  first  week  when  we  stood  in  front  of  the  in- 
mates and  had  to  answer  all  of  the  questions  about  what  we  had  done,  I  really  was 
thinking  about  how  much  my  life  could  change  and  all  of  the  freedoms  that  are  so 
small  that  I  could  lose.  That  week  before  I  came  back,  I  turned  myself  in  and  told 
the  police  about  a  raffle  ticket  selling  that  I  kept  the  money  for.  I,  unlike  others  in 
my  group  that  I  went  with,  can  promise  you  that  is  the  last  that  I  will  ever  break  the 
law.  I  have  just  gotten  out  of  a  program,  AYA  (Aspen  Youth  Alternatives)  and  I  was 
there  for  5  months.  I  screwed  up  the  first  week  that  I  was  back.  And,  I  am  sick  of 
who  I  am  becoming  and  that  I  know  that  I  am  better  than  that.  I  will  get  out  of  the 
system  and  I  will  stay  out.  You  can  hold  me  to  that  promise. 

Thank  you  very  much  for  taking  the  time  to  let  me  come  and  see  first  hand, 
because  it  shows  that  you  do  care. 


13  were  Indian,  12  white,  and  two  His- 
panic. In  fiscal  year  2001  a  total  of  KA 
youth  were  sprayed;  four  were  Indian^^ 
five  were  white,  and  one  was  Asian. 
There  have  been  fewer  and  fewer  inci- 
dents since  moving  to  the  new  facility. 
No  one  has  been  sprayed  since  Decem- 
ber 12, 2000.  Over  85%  of  the  incidents 
took  place  in  our  maximum-security 
units,  which  house  the  most  violent 
youthful  offenders  for  the  state  of  Mon- 
tana, including  youth  convicted  as  adults 
for  homicide.  If  anyone  has  questions 
regarding  the  number  of  incidents  or 
procedures  at  Pine  Hills  please  feel  free 
to  call  at  406-232-1377  or  233-2290. 

In  regards  to  four  of  the  experts 
quoted  in  the  Tribune,  I  have  the  fol- 
lowing comments: 

Melissa  Sickmund,  a  research  stat- 
istician from  Pittsburgh,  was  quoted  as 
stating;  "Many  people  feel  that  the  use 
of  restraints  and  pepper  spray  are  an  in- 
dicator that  a  facility  is  out  of  control." 

Continued  on  page  /A 


Hours  Changing 
For  DOC  Help  Desk 

By  Sherri  Townsend 

Effective  March  1 6,  the  Automation 
Bureau  Help  Desk  has  reduced  the  hours 
of  availability.  The  Help  Desk  will  be 
staffed  during  the  regular  business  hours 
of  Monday  through  Friday  from  8  am  to 
5  pm. 

The  Help  Desk  had  been  available 
24  hours  a  day.  If  calls  to  the  help  desk 
are  made  outside  of  normal  business 
hours,  they  will  be  answered  by  the  voice 
mail  system  and  will  be  handled  on  the 
next  business  day.  If  you  are  reporting  a 
problem  that  cannot  wait  until  the  next 
business  day,  you  are  asked  to  call  the 
DOC  Duty  Officer.  - 

It  is  hoped  that  24  hour  service  wil.™ 
resume  soon. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  com- 
ments you  may  contact  John  Daugherty 
or  Dan  Chelini. 
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Industries  at  Montana  Women's  Prison  Off  to  a  Great  Start 


^^By  Tammy  Yow, 
^PviWP  Records  Coordinator 

Norman  Richey  started  work  on 
Feb.  1  as  Industries  Supervisor  at  the 
Montana  Women's  Prison  in  Billings. 
Norm  came  to  us  from  Great  Falls  after 
working  there  as  a  grievance  coordina- 
tor and  State  Recreation  Officer  with  the 
Cascade  County  Detention  Center. 

Norm  says  that  sales  have  been  out- 
standing since  he  took  over  as  Industries 
Supervisor.  They  are  averaging  1 00- 1 40 
sales  a  day.  Currently,  there  are  1 1  in- 
mate workers  employed  in 
telemarketing.  Of  the  11  workers,  nine 
are  full-time  and  two  are  part-time. 
Norm  also  has  two  in-house  workers  for 
Gainan's  Flowers  here  in  Billings. 


Norm  says  that  sales  can  be  a  roller 
coaster  ride  from  week  to  week,  but  the 
inmate  workers  have  settled  in  as  a  team. 
By  doing  so  they  are  producing  top  sales 
for  MWP  Industries  over  the  existing 
telemarketing  programs  offered  at  other 
facilities  throughout  Montana.  They  are 
making  the  Industries  program  in  Bill- 
ings a  success  with  the  contractor. 

On  a  personal  level,  Norm  says  his 
heart  and  soul  is  in  working  with  youth 
sports  such  as  Little  League  and  legion 
baseball.  He  has  spent  seven  years  as  a 
umpire  for  baseball  and  five  years  as  a 
referee  for  boys  and  girls  basketball. 

What  does  he  do  to  relax?  Norm 
says  he  enjoys  living  alone  now  that  his 
three  boys,  ages  24,  22  and  18,  are  out 


Feral  Cat  Clinic  Held  at  MSP 

By  Linda  Moodry,  MSP  Public  Information  Officer 


Montana  State  Prison  held  a  Feral 
*at  Clime  in  the  Armory  (old  national 
guard  armory)  on  Saturday,  March  3,  to 
help  with  the  overpopulation  of  wild  cats 
on  prison  property.  The  Montana  Spay/ 
Neuter  Task  Force  assisted  MSP  in  spay- 
ing, neutering,  vaccinating  and  check- 
ing the  health  of  all  the  cats  that  make 
the  prison  grounds  their  home. 

The  idea  for  the  clinic  grew  after 
employees  at  the  prison  became  con- 
cerned about  the  overpopulation  and 
welfare  of  cats  on  the  prison  grounds. 
Following  the  lead  of  Montana  State 
Hospital,  they  contacted  the  Task  Force 
to  receive  direction  on  how  to  proceed. 
The  feral  cat  clinic  is  a  volunteer  pro- 
gram with  no  operating  costs  to  the 
prison.  Employees  worked  to  begin  the 
clinic  with  the  Task  Force,  coordinat- 
ing with  security  for  proper  clearances, 
arranging  for  volunteers  and  coordinat- 
ing donations  of  food  and  supplies. 

Warden  Mahoney  indicated  he  felt 
^sponsible  to  do  something  to  control 


the  wild  cat  problem  and  bring  the  popu- 
lation to  a  manageable  size.  The  clinic 
was  opened  to  include  cats  from  the 
State  Hospital  at  Warm  Springs,  Deer 
Lodge  and  from  other  public  areas  to 
pull  resources  and  solve  a  community 
pet  overpopulation  problem. 

Close  to  60  volunteers  worked  on 
more  than  100  cats.  The  process  in- 
cluded trapping  the  cats,  placing  them 
under  anesthesia,  vaccinating,  surgery 
prep,  shaving  and  vacuuming  hair  and 
applying  antiseptic.  The  process  was 
concluded  with  recovery,  careful  moni- 
toring and  returning  the  cats  to  the  prison 
grounds 

Staff  members  were  very  pleased 
with  the  success  of  the  clinic.  The  cats 
were  treated  in  a  humane  manner  and 
medically  we  will  have  a  healthier  cat 
population. 

The  success  would  not  have  been 
possible  without  the  help  of  local  and 
state  volunteers.  Thank  you  to  everyone 
who  donated  their  time  and  energy! ! 


on  their  own.  The  grocery  bill  has  defi- 
nitely decreased,  he  says  with  a  huge 
smile. 

Norm  graduated  from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Great  Falls  with  a  BS  degree  in 
Criminal  Justice  and  has  previously 
worked  as  a  Residential  Advisor  with 
Great  Falls  Transitional  Center  and  a 
Detention  Officer  with  the  Great  Falls 
Regional  Prison. 

While  sitting  with  Norm  it  was  ap- 
parent to  me  that  his  enthusiasm  and 
commitment  for  a  successful  Industries 
program  is  something  he  takes  pride  in. 
Let  me  add  a  "Welcome  to  Billings"  and 
keep  up  the  outstanding  job  you  are  do- 
ing in  Industries  at  MWP. 


Inmate  Sentenced 
for  Tax  Infraction 

By  Linda  Moodry 

MSP  Public  Information  Officer 

MSP  inmate  Todd  Patterson  pleaded 
guilty  late  last  year  to  a  count  of  filing  a 
false  income-tax  return  in  1996.  The  in- 
dictment contained  four  counts,  including 
one  that  he  filed  a  false  return  claiming  a 
refund  for  himself  on  his  1995  return  and 
three  counts  charging  that  he  aided  and 
abetted  others  in  filing  false  returns  claim- 
ing refunds. 

US  District  Judge  Robert  H.  Whaley 
sentenced  Patterson  to  a  two-year  federal 
term  imposed  Jan.  3 1 .  The  sentence  must 
be  served  consecutively  with  the  25  year 
term  he  received  in  July  1995  for  robbing 
a  Buttery  store  in  Billings. 

Patterson  prepared  a  U.S.  Individual 
Income  Tax  Return,  Form  1040 A,  which 
was  presented  to  the  US  Treasury  Depart- 
ment through  the  Internal  Revenue  Ser- 
vice, where  he  claimed  a  refund  of  taxes 
in  the  amount  of  $1,135.  Patterson  also 
filed  false  claims  for  three  others  -  Troy 
Ford  $727,  David  Trine  $754.80  and  Carl 
Ankeny  $2,962.  These  individuals  were 
not  charged  in  the  case. 

The  investigation  was  a  result  of  the 
IRS  Questionable  Refund  program,  estab- 
lished in  1977  to  identify  fraudulent  re- 
fund schemes. 
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Consumer  Finance  Classes  in  Region  IV 

By  John  Boyd ,  Probation  &  Parole  Officer 

Region  IV  will  start  a  class  for  offenders  to  address  financial  problems.  Con- 
sumer Financial  Services  will  be  teaching  budgeting  classes  in  an  effort  to  get  of- 
fenders on  better  schedules  of  repayment  of  restitution,  fines,  and  supervision  fees. 
The  classes  will  be  offered  for  two  hours  on  the  last  Wednesday  of  each  month  and 
continue  for  three  consecutive  months.  Offenders  must  complete  the  three  months 
in  a  row  or  start  the  classes  over. 

The  first  hour  of  the  class  focuses  on  budgeting  and  getting  a  person's  credit 
back  on  track.  The  second  hour  is  devoted  to  offenders  developing  actual  budgets 
that  they  will  adhere  to  over  several  months.  Offenders  will  have  to  bring  back  their 
budgets,  receipts  and  other  documentation  regarding  how  they  stuck  to  their  budgets. 

This  is  another  project  arranged  by  Officer  Karyn  Lathan  and  the  classes  will  be 
co-facilitated  by  Juvenile  Parole  Officer  Stacey  Frank.  Classes  can  be  voluntary  but 
may  also  be  included  as  a  condition  of  an  intervention  hearing,  court  condition,  or 
officer  referral.  Classes  are  free  and  have  been  specifically  designed  by  Consumer 
Financial  Services  for  the  offender  population.  They  are  held  at  the  Region  rV  Pro- 
bation and  Parole  Office  in  Billings. 


Continued  from  page  6 

Pepper  Spray 

I  called  Ms.  Sickmund,  read  the  article 
to  her  and  asked  if  this  was  her  feeling. 
She  stated  she  had  been  misquoted,  and, 
in  fact,  went  on  to  say  that  it  has  been 
found  that  the  use  of  physical  holds  or 
restraints  is  extremely  more  dangerous 
than  using  pepper  spray  appropriately. 

Mr.  Ball,  a  San  Francisco  attorney, 
I  assume  made  some  assumptions  based 
on  biased  and  nonfactual  information 
that  was  supplied  to  him.  I  would  be 
curious  to  know  if  Mr.  Ball  would  like 
Montana  to  adopt  California  Youth 
Authority's  use  of  force  policies,  which 
include  pepper  spray,  mace,  a  combina- 
tion of  mace  and  pepper  spray,  canine 
assault  dogs,  and  actual  firearms  for 
deadly  force  at  juvenile  facilities.  Pine 
Hills  has  handcuffs,  leg  irons,  and  pep- 
per spray,  that  is  it. 

Mr.  Rousch,  an  assistant  professor 
at  Michigan  State  University  condoned 
the  practice  of  juveniles  being  partially 
responsible  for  the  operation  of  a  facil- 
ity, along  with  supporting  hands-on 
physical  restraints,  including  it's  use  by 
juveniles  as  being  appropriate.  I  strongly 
disagree  for  many  obvious  reasons. 

Is  Mr.  Rousch  aware  of  the  fact  that 
children  have  died  from  the  practices  of 
physical  restraints  in  juvenile  facilites 
in  the  last  couple  of  years  by  using  a 
method  of  human  physical  restraining, 


which  include  the  basket  hold?  As  for  a 
report  by  the  toxicologist  that  pepper 
spray  (which  is  not  mace  and  contains 
the  active  non-lethal  ingredient  of  a  food 
grade  red  pepper)  is  more  harmful  to 
teenagers  than  adults;  does  he  mean  its 
effects  on  a  175  pound  17  year  old  dif- 
fer physically  than  on  a  150  pound  30 
year  old? • 

In  my  27  years 
of  experience  (Does 
this  qualify  me  as  an 
expert?),  I  do  know 
when  I've  been  con- 
fronted with  this 
type  of  violence,  I 
can  honestly  say  that 
I  have  never  once 
thought  of  or  seen 
color.  I  would  also 
say  the  appropriate 
use  of  pepper  spray 
has  greatly  enhanced 
public  safety  on  the 

whole,  while  saving    • 

the  taxpayer  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  money  in  relationship 
to  damages  and  reduction  of  medical  costs 
and  suffering  for  juveniles  and  staff. 

In  regards  to  the  racial  innuendoes, 
hatred,  and  discrimination  that  Mr. 
Heringer  seems  to  be  promoting,  I  say, 
"Shame  on  you!" 

Are  Indian  youth  over  represented 
in  our  correctional  facilities  as  different 


I  "It  has  been  found 
I  that  the  use  of 
I  physical  holds  or  re- 
l  straints  is  extremely 
I  more  dangerous 
;  than  using  pepper 

•  spray." 

•  Melissa  Sickmund, 

•  research  statistician 

• 

•  from  Pittsburgh 
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minorities  are  in  other  states?  The  an- 
swer is,  yes,  sometimes  higher  that  25%. 
Does  Pine  Hills  or  the  Department  of 
Corrections  have  any  control  over  it? 
The  answer  is,  no.  Is  a  small  segment  of 
the  100  or  so  worst  offenders  of  the  state, 
as  dangerous  and  violent  as  in  othe^ 
states?  The  answer  is,  yes,  unfortunately. 
Does  an  increasing  scope  of 
anger,  rage,  and  violence  exist 
inside  and  outside  our  institu- 
tions? All  one  needs  to  do  is 
read  of  the  recent  tragic  events 
in  Great  Falls,  California,  and 
Pennsylvania,  involving  youth 
who  have  never  set  foot  in  a  fa- 
cility like  Pine  Hills.  I  agree 
with  Mr.  Rouch  that  violence 
and  anger  perpetuates  hatred 
and  violence.  I  would  suggest 
that  all  of  us  work  a  little  harder 
in  our  own  backyards  to  help 
prevent  these  reoccurring  vio- 
lent acts  of  our  children,  which 
crosses  all  lines  of  color  in  our 
home  communities. 

Finally  I  would  say  to  Mr.  Heringer, 
hatred  and  discrimination  does  nothing 
to  help  our  children,  especially  with  fab- 
ricated stories  that  impact  many  lives.^ 
certainly  do  not  claim  to  be  a  member 
of  the  clergy,  but  I  personally  feel  that 
Mr.  Heringer's  actions  and  words  appear 
to  be  contradictory  with  many  of  the 
basic  tenets  of  Christianity. 
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Employee  Happenings 


>INE  HILLS  YOUTH  CORRECTIONAL  FACILITY 

few  Employees 

Cynthia  Plouffe  Correctional  Officer  I 

Roger  Renville  Correctional  Officer  I 

Sandra  Jensen  Nurse 

Vicky  Crofutt  Accounting  Tech 


MONTANA  STATE  PRISON 

New  Employees 
James  Willis 


Ranch  Relief  Foreman 


2/5/01 
2/12/01 
2/26/01 
3/12/01 


3/26/01 


Kevin  and  Dyana  Heffernan  became  the  proud  parents 
of  a  baby  boy,  Aiden  Patrick,  on  Feb.  12.  Kevin  currently 
works  in  the  Kalispell  Probation  &  Parole  office  as  a  Pre- 
sentence Investigation  writer. 


Aging  Horizons  Show  Spotlights  Community 
Corrections  During  the  Week  of  April  10 

Helena  Probation  and  Parole  supervisor  Chad  Field  talks  about  how  probation 

and  parole  works.  Missoula  Pre-release  Director  Sue  Wilkins  explains  life  in  a  pre- 

please  facility.  The  30-minute  program  is  scheduled  to  run  140  times  on  PBS  sta- 

lons  in  Billings,  Great  Falls,  Butte,  Kalispell,  Missoula  and  Helena.  Check  your 

local  television  listings  for  times. 
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DOC  Populations 
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*ADP 

MSP 1,253 

MSP  Co  Jail  Hold,  Regional  Jails  &  Crossroads  Correctional  Center ....  836 

Treasure  State  Correctional  Training  Center  (male) 43 

Treasure  State  Correctional  Training  Center  (female) 4 

Montana  Women's  Prison 71 

MWP  County  Jail  Hold  &  Crossroads  Correctional  Center 72 

Pre-release  Program  (male)  (2/01) 421.38 

Pre-release  Program  (female)(2/01) 1 16.25 

Riverside  Youth  Correctional  Facility 17 

Pine  Hills  Youth  Correctional  Facility 90 

Aspen 34 

Evaluation/Transition  Programs 17 

*AMC 

Intensive  Supervision 23 1 

Probation  and  Parole 6,085 

The  above  information  reflects  the  *ADP  (Average  Daily  Population  for  the 

Month)  as  of  February  2001  and  the  *AMC  (Active  Monthly  Caseload)  as  of 

February  2001.  The  Department  calculates  the  Average  Daily  Population  based 

\\on  total  custody  days  divided  by  the  number  of  days  in  the  period. 


Thank  You 
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Officer  Rita  Frost  received  a  thank-you 
from  a  probationer,  which  was  worth 
sharing  with  the  rest  of  the  state.  It 
shows  that  all  our  efforts  are  not  wasted. 

On  the  night  of  November  5, 1997, 
I  was  thrown  in  jail  on  charges  of  felony 
theft  and  felony  possession  of  danger- 
ous drugs.  It  wasn't  my  first  time  in  jail 
but  it  was  my  first  felony  and  I  was  scared. 

I  had  made  false  claims  on  previous 
visits  to  jail  that  I  was  going  to  change 
my  ways,  but  this  time  something  was 
different.  I  felt  the  change  inside  of  me. 
I  knew  it  was  time.  I  knew  I  was  done 
with  drugs  and  everything  that  went 
along  with  doing  drugs. 

Forty-five  days  later  I  was  let  out 
on  my  own  recognizance,  this  time  the 
change  I  experienced  in  jail  stayed  with 
me.  I  started  my  own  exercise  program, 
stayed  away  from  old  friends,  and  stuck 
with  my  very  supportive  family. 

I  explained  what  I  was  going 
through  to  my  lawyer  and  she  referred 
me  to  the  Mental  Health  Center,  where 
I  completed  the  intensive  out-patient 
program.  I  met  great  counselors  there 
and  made  some  friends.  It  was  a  great 
experience. 

On  May  5, 1998, 1  was  sentenced  to 
three  years  probation  for  the  two  felo- 
nies. In  that  three  years  I  have  received 
my  G.E.D.,  took  a  semester  of  college, 
and  got  ASE  certified  as  an  automotive 
paint  technician  and  am  currently  work- 
ing in  that  field.  I  don't  know  if  I  would 
have  accomplished  these  things  in 
prison. 

And  so,  to  all  of  you  that  were  in- 
volved in  my  success;  my  family,  the 
judge,  the  counselors  who  guided  me, 
the  probation  officers  who  watched  over 
me  and  to  God,  I  would  like  to  say  thank 
you  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart.  With- 
out your  help  I  don't  know  where  I 
would  be  today.  Thank  you. 

Sincerely  yours, 


PSD  Developing  Visitors  Manual 


.«cvt  of  c0j 


By  Sally  Johnson  Adminstrator 
Professional  Services  Division 

The  Professional  Services  Division 
is  taking  responsibility  for  development 
of  manuals  for  visitors  and  family  mem- 
bers of  inmates  in  DOC  facilities.  Infor- 
mation provided  in  these  manuals  will 
help  acquaint  visitors  and  families  of  of- 
fenders with  processes  involved  in  re- 
ception, classification,  placement,  and 
many  other  issues  pertaining  to  our  fa- 
cilities. Policies  that  guide  these  pro- 
cesses will  be  referenced. 

Manuals  will  also  provide  informa- 
tion for  basic  daily  routines  involving 
personal  property,  food  service,  health 
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Get  the  latest  news  on  the 
Department  and  the  latest 
edition  of  The  Correctional 
Signpost  on  the  website  at 
www.cor.state.mt.us  under 
.the  News  catagory. 


care,  employment  opportunities,  educa- 
tion, privileges,  mail,  telephone,  visit- 
ing, recreational  activities,  and  religious 
activities,  all  with  applicable  policies 
cited.  This  information  will  be  presented 
in  a  concise  booklet,  and  posted  on  the 
web  site  to  make  it  easier  for  those  in- 
terested. 

Information  gathering  has  begun, 
and  programs  and  facilities  will  be  re- 
ceiving requests  for  various  information 
for  inclusion  in  the  manuals.  Jan  Cronin 
is  coordinating  this  effort  and  would 
appreciate  your  timely  responses. 


Persons  with  disabilities  who  need  an  alterna- 
tive, accessible  format  of  this  document  should 
contact  Department  of  Corrections  at  the  address 
below.  Phone  406-444-49 1 8. 


DEPARTMENT  OF 
CORRECTIONS  MISSION 
The  Department  of  Corrections 
is  dedicated  to  public  safety  and 
trust  by  holding  adult  and  ju- 
venile offenders  accountable 
for  their  actions  against  victims 
through  custody,  supervision, 
treatment,  work,  restitution  and 
skill  development. 


1615  copies  of  this  public  document 
were  published  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
$.37  per  copy,  for  a  total  cost  of 
$599.71  which  includes  $3 12.00  for 
printing,  folding,  tabbing,  and  labeling 
and  $287.71  for  distribution.  Printed  by 
Montana  Correctional  Enterprises.         . 
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